Minutes January 4, 2017   LHC approved 3-1-17
Quorum  Cliff Oster, Lorraine Chaffee, Laura Rheaume, Andrea Cheeney, Kathie Beam, Dennis McClary 
Minutes Motion to accept by Cliff, 2nd by Kathie, Passed
Acknowledge Guests: Lou Beam, Selectman
Treasurer:  1. Bank balance $9009.43  2. Reimburse Dennis $20 tonight for Sullivan County Registrar of Deeds for Stewardship update. Bank Balance includes receipt of last LCHIP check and last payment to Griffin.

Correspondence:  1. Our updated Stewardship Agreement with the State Of NH has been filed with the Sullivan County Registrar of Deeds in Docket 0006418, Book 1995 Page 0044 on 12/6/16. 2. Our LCHIP required 2016 Historic Resources Annual Monitoring Report has been done and submitted by email to LCHIP. However, we should also do a maintenance inspection and submit requests for work to the Selectboard. 
Archival Update:  1. Lorraine Chaffee agrees to bring Ginger Cheeney, an officer of the Langdon Congregationalists, an LHC receipt of deeds and other church papers. 2. The next step in order to display copies of the Town Charter is for Andrea to contact the State Archives which she will do soon. In addition,  Jess (Town Clerk) will soon do an inventory of the contents of the old Town safe. It is our hope to display copies.    3. Andrea advised we develop a plan for the archival effort by hiring a professional archivist to work with us on developing a system and employing Past Perfect software. She reminds us that Mr. & Mrs. Gulardo donated $300 toward the purchase of that software. Grants are available for archiving work. (Moose and LCHIP among others). To apply for a grant we need a description of the scope of work and an estimated price. Andrea to inquire with the Cheshire County Historical Society for advice on how to proceed. 4. Andrea was contacted by former Langdon resident Pat Putnam who gave her several old photos, Fall Mtn High dedication programs. Andrea sent a thank you. They will be filed. 5. Andrea is in receipt of letters, medal and material in regard to Sheriff Walker’s induction into the New Hampshire Law Enforcement Officers Memorial honor roll. See news article below.
Web/Facebook update. 
Meetinghouse  update  1. The Selectboard is waiting for a quote on further clapboard work, especially on the steeple tower section which Griffin reports is in great need of repair and some replacement. 2. Do we want to have a properly selected walkway from Walker Hill to west doorway? Get ideas from LCHIP and NHDHR for the type that would meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. TABLED. 3. Do we want the wood trim work in the foyer fixed so it meets the floor where the rug and subfloor were removed? TABLED  4. The Meetinghouse has been winterized and is closed for January – March 14th. 
Old Business: 1. In November we discussed the use of the Meetinghouse for historic displays, for NH Humanities Council presentations. Kathie to explore and report to the LHC. 
New Business : 1. Andrea suggests we consider joining the NH Old Graveyard Association. See www.nhoga.com. It was agreed but a vote not yet taken. Andrea to ask Cemetery Commission if they already belong. 2.  Our effort to get on the National Historic Register will hopefully begin sometime in 2017.  3. Dennis was encouraged to pursue information on hiring a Fire Engineer and the development of a fire suppression system. 4. The need for additional members was expressed. All agree.
Adjourn Moved by Kathie, 2nd by Lorraine, passed. Adjourn 8:45
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Deputy sheriff will receive honor 130 years after death

By MEGHAN PIERCE
Union Leader Correspondent





 

Related Stories

· NH honors fallen law enforcement officers in Concord

KEENE — A deputy sheriff mortally wounded while assisting a woman in leaving an abusive husband 130 years ago is finally being recognized for being killed in the line of duty.

Cheshire County Sheriff Eli Rivera plans to honor the late Deputy Sheriff John Stratton Walker Sr. in a ceremony at the Cheshire County Complex in Keene at 10 a.m. May 19, he said in a statement Monday.

The ceremony is being held after intensive research online, visiting libraries and contacting relatives, he said.

“Based on the criteria set for inclusion on the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial, this tragic event qualifies Deputy Walker as “killed in the line of duty” death and a request for inclusion to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial is in progress,” Rivera said in the statement.

Walker is also set to be honored in Concord. The New Hampshire Law Enforcement Officers Memorial committee has voted and approved the induction of Deputy Walker on the New Hampshire Law Enforcement Officers Memorial wall located in Concord.

According to Rivera’s research on March 16, 1886, Walker was assisting a Mrs. Jennings remove some of her belongings from her home in Walpole.

“She was in an abusive relationship and the abuse led Mrs. Jennings to start divorce proceeding. She asked for the assistance of the Cheshire County Sheriff’s Office to assist with the removal of her belongings.”

Walker was sent to assist, according to a news article of the time, Rivera said. “The husband, Mr. Charles Jennings, was cooperative during the removal until the wagoner assisting with the removal of Mrs. Jennings property by accident loaded a box that Mr. Jennings did not want removed from the home. He became enraged and attacked Deputy Walker with an axe striking him in the head and arm, causing severe injuries to Deputy Walker.”

Walker never recovered from his injuries and died on April 22, 1886, of blood poisoning and typhoid fever. Both news articles and Walker’s death certificate say his death was due to the injuries he sustained from the axe attack. Jennings’s lawyers at the time argued that his attack wasn’t necessarily what killed Walker, according to the Cheshire County Historical Society’s account of the story.

Rivera said while one news article from the time era indicates Walker was not on duty, several other news articles of the day say Walker had been on duty thus qualifying him for the honor he never received and that Rivera wants to correct.

According to the Cheshire County Historical Society, Charles Jennings was a 30-year-old farmer from Walpole.

According to the historical society’s account while Walker was there assisting the wife, Emma Jennings, and “Mr. Jennings attacked deputy Walker with an axe, striking him once on the head and once on the arm. Jennings escaped, but was later taken into custody. The newspapers reported that he had been drinking heavily prior to the attack.”

While being held on the charge of murder, Jennings “slit his throat in his jail cell and nearly bled to death before he was discovered,” according to the historical society.

He recovered and pleaded not guilty to the charge of second-degree murder. Emma Jennings passed away in Fall River, Mass., in 1887, less than a month before his trial was to have taken place.

Before his trial, he pled guilty to manslaughter. Jennings was sentenced to 12 years of hard labor in the state prison.

mpierce@newstote.com
- See more at: http://www.unionleader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?avis=UL&date=20160516&category=NEWS50&lopenr=160519923&Ref=AR&template=printart#sthash.ZDy4tJDs.dpuf
